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Middle School: Sarcophagus Studies

PREPARE:
As you read the case, make notes:

1.	 WHO are the primary participants in the case? Describe them.

2.	 WHAT is taking place?

3.	 WHERE is the case taking place? Is the environment a factor?

4.	 WHEN is the case taking place? Is the timing a factor?

Mrs. Stacey DeSantis has been teaching social studies 
at Riverbend Middle School for several years. She enjoys 
the unit on ancient Egypt each time she teaches it in her 
seventh grade classes. She has about 100 seventh  
graders: Periods 2 and 3, which consist of students 
who have lower achievement, particularly in language 
arts; Period 5, which consists of advanced students; 
and Period 7, which consists of on-grade-level stu-
dents. Mrs. DeSantis begins the unit with a field trip to 
the local museum of natural history and then ends with 
a group project where students make their own sar-
cophagus. This morning students file into the audito-
rium carrying a notebook and a pen or pencil to prepare 
for the trip. Teacher aides pass out a checklist to each 
student. On it, there is a list of clues, such as, “What is 
the alphabet of ancient Egypt?” “What did Egyptians 
write on?” and “Who was the Egyptian god of the 
afterlife?” This turns the museum visit from a passive 
viewing of artifacts into a scavenger hunt that will be 
used as a basis for the lessons back at school.

Mrs. DeSantis begins with instructions and reminders 
about behavior. “Students, I know you’re all excited to 
get to the field trip, but before we go a few reminders are in order. Remember that you and your parents 
signed a contract about expected behaviors for the trip. You will be exploring the museum in groups of 
five, and each group has an assigned chaperone. Parents, thanks for taking time out of your busy lives to 
accompany us on the trip. Students, you are to adhere to our school’s code of conduct at all times. I expect 
to see walking—not running or shoving—and using a quiet whisper inside the museum. You may explore 
each of the exhibit rooms on your own, in pairs, or with your assigned group, but the rule is that when 
exiting an exhibit room and entering another, you must be in your assigned group so chaperones can get 
a head count. Any student who violates the contract will not be able to go on the school-wide field trip to 
the amusement park in June. Are there any questions?” Students begin whispering to each other, but no 
one raises a hand. Mrs. DeSantis begins dismissing students in groups to the buses waiting outside.

Just then, Dwayne, a 5-foot-9-inch 13-year-old, who seventh graders call “mean” and “scary” and try to avoid, 
starts pushing and intimidating the students at the front of the line. “No one sits in the back but me, got it?!”

Mrs. DeSantis, who seems to have eyes in the back of her head, calls him out of line.
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